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Volunteers Still Fundamental at CLS by Chris Ross 

 While our Pastor, Administrator, Music Director and Organist play critical roles in the 

life of our Church, we simply could not operate without our volunteers. From the very 

beginning, members of the Congregation have stepped up and served as Board 

Members, musicians and grounds keepers. Whether preparing for service, hosting 

coffee hour and organizing outreach to the wider community through the food program, 

generations of volunteers have touched every aspect of our life together. 

 As we prepare for the new year of 2020, it’s time once again to ask everyone in the 

Congregation to consider how each of you might be moved to help CLS meet its 

operational needs. In thinking about this request, I think most of the volunteer 

opportunities fall into four main categories: supporting the worship services, offering 

hospitality, participating in outreach to the community outside the congregation, and 

helping to maintain the property. 

 Worship support includes the obvious roles of greeters, readers and singers, but also 

the less noticed but still important ones of providing flowers and decorations, preparing 

communion and serving as a “pre-prayer” establishing a quiet presence before service. 

 Hospitality includes organizing and providing for coffee hour, the annual dessert 

concert and special occasions like the Easter egg hunt and Anniversary picnic. 

 Outreach for CLS means the program for food distribution to those in need two Fri-

days a month and the expanded efforts around Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter, as well 

as participation in interfaith and social action programs. 

 Maintenance of the Property covers mowing, weeding and leaf collection around our 

grounds, as well as occasional special projects related to the upkeep of the buildings. 

 I’m sure some of you can think of other ways to volunteer, possibly to lead a Bible 

study for youngsters or adults, organize a fundraiser for the Church or offer a program 

in an area of your special expertise. We are open to ideas! As the Church evolves and 

changes some roles have fallen away and new ones have appeared. What has not 

changed, though, is that CLS can’t do without its volunteers. 

Light Matters 
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Volunteer Opportunities 2020 

Worship support 

          Help providing flowers and altar decoration for service 

          Help prepare communion before service 

          Serve as a quiet prayer before service 

          Serve as a greeter before service 

          Read a lesson in service 

          Sing in the regular choir or psalm choir in service 

 

Hospitality 

          Organize coffee hour after regular service 

          Provide food or refreshments for coffee hour 

          Organize dessert concert, Anniversary picnic or other special events 

          Help with dessert concert or other special events 

 

Outreach 

          Help with the weekly food distribution program 

          Help with the special food distribution (Thanksgiving, Easter) 

          Provide salad or dish for Lunch with Friends (for seniors at Mt.Carmel Church) 

          Conduct services at local nursing homes 

          Participate in interfaith or social justice initiatives (Please note subjects of interest)                                                           
 

Property Maintenance 

           

          Weeding and plant care 

          Miscellaneous yard work 

          Miscellaneous yard work-light duty only 

          Painting, simple carpentry and other light maintenance (Please note skills or preferences)                                          
 

Other Opportunities 

            Write a regular newsletter article based on interviews with members of CLS 

            Lead Faith Education for children or young adults, as needed 

            Provide child care during service as needed 

            Lead member development or enrichment program (Please describe) 

            Other ideas about how you may serve                                                              
 

Questions? If you like more information about the above categories, please list those you 
might be interested in below. We will be happy to get back to you to answer your questions.                                                                                                                       



Music in Worship 

10/6 - CLS Choir, directed by Kathleen Scheide 

10/13 - Luigi Mazzocchi, violin  

10/20 - Kathleen Scheide, organ 

10/27 - Mateo Rodriquez, tenor  
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Friends on the J ourney 2019-2020: 
All are welcome to come to the discussions held by Friends on the J ourney. Friends is a self-

guided discussion group--we choose the topics we talk about. The congregation at C hurch of 

the Loving S hepherd is made up of persons from diverse backgrounds and religious 

experience. As in the congregation, each person's unique faith perspective is respected in 

Friends. O ver the years through personal experience, some reading, guest speakers, the 

occasional video and laughter, the Friends have wrestled with what it means to be a person 

of faith today.  A few of the topics covered have been: forgiveness, healing, compassion, 

hope, prayer, mercy and spiritual gifts.  Discussions are held monthly, usually on Thursday 

evenings at 7:15 pm in the Barn parlor from S eptember through May. During Lent,  Friends 

meet weekly for the six weeks of Lent to discuss a book chosen by the group.   Meetings are 

announced in the S unday inserts and Light Matters.  

O n Thursday, O ctober 10, 2019 the Friends will look at faith based quotes about women that 

are positive. All faith traditions-including Buddhism, C hristianity, Hinduism, Islam, J udaism, 

and Native American-can be sources. O ther topics being discussed during the year are: 

contemporary prophets, religious imagination, a guest speaker from the Temenos Retreat 

C enter, the Advent Meditations, spiritual photography and a Lenten book. Future dates are 

November 14, December 5, J anuary 9 and May 21. Lenten discussions begin February 27 

and continue on March 5, 12, 19, 26 and April 2.  Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, 

your experience will be appreciated.   

Maureen McG overn 



REGULAR WORSHIP SERVICES  
Sundays at 10 AM ~ Eucharist on first Sunday of each month 

Prayers for Healing on last Sunday of each month  
Wednesdays at 11 AM ~ Midweek Prayers in the Barn parlor 

Saturdays at 10 AM ~ Centering Prayer in Church House meeting room 
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Please join us Sunday, 

October 6 and October 20th 

for Coffee Hour following 

worship! 

Singing the Psalms  

If you are interested in singing  

with our Psalm Choir or 
accompanying psalms at the piano, 
please speak to me or come to the 
Barn at 9:15 a.m. to learn the psalm 
on Sunday,  October 13 and October 
27 ~  Kathleen Scheide 

Church of the Loving Shepherd 
Stewardship Statement 

 

Believing that God is calling all of us and 
each of us to live out our part as the Body 
of Christ in this place, we invite the mem-

bers and friends of Loving Shepherd to 
participate in a generosity of spirit and a dy-
namic stewardship of life --  including a con-
sistent and realistic sharing of financial re-
sources -- as an expression of gratitude to 

God, to each other and to this church. 

CHOIR SUNDAYS 

October 6th 

November 3rd 

Join us the Saturday before for 
rehearsal at 10am-12pm. 
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Notes from the Barn Pantry 
Dates to remember and volunteer opportunities 

by Ann Bare 
 

The entire CLS community’s help for our Food Delivery Program is always 

needed.  Join our fantastic group of volunteers to gather, set up, pack and 

deliver large grocery bags filled with fresh produce, frozen meats, eggs, 

cheese, bread, non-perishable food and household necessities.  Also, your 

donations of our “Essential 10” are much appreciated.   

  

Join us in the Barn Pantry on the following dates in October: 

Thursdays, October 10th & 24th at 8:30 AM to set-up the delivery bags 

and pack non-perishable foods & household items.  We are usually 

finished by 9:30 AM.  These already set-up bags make Fridays’ 

deliveries go much easier.  5-6 volunteers are needed on set-up days. 

Fridays, October 11th & 25th at 8:45 AM to pack/and or deliver all of the 

bags which are filled to the brim with nutritious food and helpful 

items.  Generally we are finished by 10:45 AM, if not before.  Friday, 

October 11th is also Senior Box Day where we deliver an additional 

box of non-perishable foods to 22 of our seniors.    15 or more 

volunteers are needed on delivery days.  

 

Kindly consider donating any or all of our “Essential 10” non-perishable foods 

and household necessities.  This list includes:  cereal, peanut butter, tuna, 

soup, canned fruit, canned vegetables, diced tomatoes, spaghetti sauce, 

pasta and liquid laundry detergent.   These items may be placed in the 

labeled baskets in the church vestibule or on any of the tables in the Barn 

Pantry.   

 

If you have any questions, comments or suggestions you may contact me at 

annbare@hotmail.com, call the church office @ 610-692-8280 or chat with 

any of our “Foodie” volunteers. 

 

Thank you for your generous support and participation. 
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Seeking a Prophet   by Maureen McGovern 
 
 This is the time of Lammas, the end of the Celtic Year. In the months of August, September 

and October, the harvest is brought in, the daylight fades, the leaves turn and the birds begin to 

migrate,    I have always loved watching birds in flight-the great flocks that seem to arise out of 

nowhere and disappear into nowhere. Flocks of geese coming out of cloud banks or fog with their 

wild cries are glorious for my soul.   Migratory gray geese in Celtic spirituality are seen as signs of 

the Holy Spirit.  Restless, the geese appear unexpectedly and do not seem to have an earthly home.  

They are the thin places where the greater world that weaves itself all around us breaks open and for 

a few seconds includes us in it. As Barbara Brown Taylor describes thin places in her sermon, Thin 

Places, “they are all cracked doors between this world and some other brighter place where God is 

no absentee landlord but a very palpable presence.”( Home by Another Way collection, 1999)   Then 

there are the masses of smaller birds darting here and there with no discernible pattern—like my 

thoughts.  

 

 Lately, I have been thinking about the Biblical prophets, with thoughts about them scattered 

here and there, and darting in and out at unexpected times.  The prophets were the social critics of 

their day speaking out against injustice and inequality in ancient Israel. As John Woodcock 

explained in a sermon, prophets assessed the actions of those in power and pointed out the 

consequences of continuing those actions. There is a pattern in their speaking that Marcus Borg, 

author of “Reading the Bible Again for the First Time”, calls the indictment –threat pattern. The 

prophet starts by calling out the offenders, and then lists the offenses. The offenses are followed by 

the threat or punishment for them. So hear Amos, “hear this word, you cows of Bashan(the wealthy 

people of Bashan)…you oppress the poor, you crush the needy, (therefore) the Lord God has 

sworn…the time is surely coming upon you when they shall take you away with hooks”. (Amos, C4: 

v1-2) Or hear Isaiah, “how dare you grind the face of my poor?...Your men shall fall by the sword 

and your champions in war” (Isaiah, C3:v15, v:25) Borg also points out that the prophets as he sees 

them are “God intoxicated, as filled with the passion of God.” The prophets advocated for a better 

alternative social vision. They are those thin places, the cracked doors between this world and the 

brighter place!  

 

 It might seem that the prophets stopped at the end of the Old Testament but if one but looks at 

both history and contemporary society, there are many, many prophets, men and women who spoke 

out against the injustice and inequality of their time.  A darting thought-who could be considered 
TODAY as a prophet. Like a grey goose, Ruth Wilson Gilmore, has flown from the cloud bank into 

my sight. She has been an activist for prison abolition for thirty some years.  Yes, she advocates for 

no prisons.  Ms. Gilmore asks (her indictment) “why don’t we think about why we solve problems 

by repeating the kind of behavior that brought us the problem in the first place?”. She asks why we 
would choose to model cruelty and vengeance (New York Times Magazine interview, April 21, 

2019). Her threat—ever rising incarceration rates (The United States already has the highest 

incarceration rate, 22%, in the world) and more prisons.    (over) 
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OFFICERS & STAFF 

    Rev. John Woodcock, Pastor   Chris Ross, President          

                 Megan Myerson, Parish Administrator  Joan Herald, Treasurer  Margaret Eberts, Corporate Secretary 

                Barbara Prugh, Music Coordinator                  Dr. Kathleen Scheide, Organist 

 

 

 

Loving Shepherd 
Book Club 

In honor or the memory of Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison the Book Club 

will be discussing “Sula” as well as any of Ms. Morrison’s other remarkable 

books.  Join us at 7:00 PM in the Church House Parlor on Monday,  

October 14th for this discussion.  All are most welcome.   

LIGHTS MATTER—COME DECEMBER! 

(A volunteer opportunity for members, friends and family) 

 Many strings of lights have gathered in the Church House  
basement over the years and it’s time we figured out which 
 ones work and which ones don’t. 

 We could use a couple of people to haul them up, try them  
out and store the good ones neatly in labeled bins. 

 Please call the Church Office if you can help. 

 And if you know of someone who could put up some of the lights 
outside, come December, we’d love to know that as well! 

 - Mary Lou Woodcock 

  The society she envisions allocates to people the resources needed-jobs, education, housing, 

health care- for a productive and violence free life. One has to be God intoxicated to do this 

work. As Borg notes, it is difficult to be a prophet and Jesus agrees, a prophet is without honor 

in his own country. Ms. Gilmore has not always been welcomed with open arms, hearts or 

minds. I had my own reluctant reaction to her mission. However, as she says, “Where life is 

precious, life is precious”. Lammas is the time for reflection and this is a thin place I want to 

explore.  
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Grounds Days is October 5 ! 
 
Consider joining us Saturday, September 5 for Grounds Day from 9 AM—12 PM 
with lunch served at noon. Thank you for your help and care of  Bournelyf ! 

Blessings as together we  Celebrate  

the Season  

After Pentecost 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019 

 
Tom Bare ·  Doris Blandy ·  Margaret Eberts (Corporate Secretary) ·  Rich French ·   

Susan Hanway · Gail Jones ·  Linda Klein ·  Charles McGee ·   

Chris Ross (President) ·   Tom Stretton ·  Sarah Taylor ·  John Woodcock (ex-officio)  

Contact information for Board Members is available by calling 610-692-8280. 

 

 

Save the Date! 
Please join us for Congregational  
Meetings following worship on  

October 6th and November 17th. 

Bible 101 is par t reflection, par t study. Each 
Thursday at 12:30 PM participants gather in the Church 
House meeting room to share thoughts about portions 
chosen the prior week. Currently the group is 
considering the many stories contained in the Book of 
Genesis. All are welcome. 
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